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INTRODUCTION. 

AN INTRODUCTION to a book is as common 
and useful as a door to a house, and like the 
door it should be proportionate to the main structure. 
Under the common law the husband and the wife 
were one and he was the one. In the days of our 
grandmothers it was a custom to sew the sun-bonnet 
on the head of the little maiden to protect her from 
the sunshine, and the law of the same period vested 
the ownership of the clothing of the wife in her 
husband. Today, our daughters drive the wheel 
along the highway, and the wife can devise her 
property without let or hindrance. In 1820 when 
Miss Emma Willard petitioned the Legislature of 
New York for the employment of women as teachers 
in the public schools, the idea was received with 
derision and laughter. Today, eight-tenths of the 
teachers are women. Quietly, yet surely, mar- 
vellous and beneficent evolutions have taken place. 
The commanding influence of women in charitable, 
religious and educational work has been supplemented 
by a rapidly growing interest and participation in busi- 
ness and civic affairs. We would cherish and defend 
every virtue and grace with which we enrobe woman 
and which makes her the ideal of purity , refinement and 
gentleness, yet it is the veriest folly to close our eyes 
to the fact that many of the old customs and laws are 
gone, others are going now and more are destined to 
go. The inexorable law of change in a progressive 
age has driven women to earn their living in almost 
every vocation and to become faelots m \>ckfc^«tM^^ 
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life. This power and work should not,, and properly 
adjusted it cannot, be antagonistic to that of the men. 
Each may be likened to the half of a pair of scissors, 
both are essential, 

' * Useless one without the other, ' ' 

to obtain satisfactory results out of the warp and woof 
of the fabric of society. 

Some of the most valuable of recent laws have been 
secured by the united efiforts of men aud women. 
When we look over our country it is manifest that it 
is these combined forces that are demanding better 
laws, better ofi&cers, better institutions, better morals, 
and higher social conditions. It is natural that 
women should wish to know more of the laws under 
which they live. Individuals, clubs and societies are 
engaged in the study and discussion of them. It is 
at the instance of the representatives of several of 
these associations this compilation from the laws of 
Maryland has been made upon subjects and along 
lines of work in which they are immediately interest- 
ed. Similar work has been done in other States. 
Maryland should not linger behind. Her daughters, 
like her sons, have contributed to her prosperity and 
fame. The names of historic women are embalmed 
in those of a number of her counties. Lord and Lady 
Baltimore appear side by side in Anne Arundel and 
Baltimore ; and is not the Commonwealth — Terra 
Marion — the Land of Mary ? America needs rein- 
forcements of intelligence and virtue. Woman wull 
bring them. ** Give her of the fruit of her hands ; 
and let her own works praise her in the gates." 

BaltimorBj May, 1897. 
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Explanatory Note. 

This compilation has been made from the Maryland 
Code Public General Laws, 1888, and the Acts of the 
I^egislatures of 1890, 1892, 1894 and 1896, and also 
from some important local laws for Baltimore City. 
Where the Section of an Article has been given in 
full the reference to the Code or the Act preceeds it; 
where the substance only, it follows. 

The Compiler has made a few comments that may 
be useful. 
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Rules of Interpretation. 

Art. 1: 6. The masculine includes all genders, 
except where such construction would be absurd or 
unreasonable. 

10. Where the public general law and the public 
local law of any county, city, town or district are in 
conflict, the public local law shall prevail. 
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Husband and Wife. 

Constitution. Art. 3: 43. The property of the 
wife shall be protected from the debts of her husband. 

ARTICLE 45, IN FULL, BY SECTIONS. 

1841 c. 161.-1842 c. 293: I, 2.— 1853 c. 245: 1.— 1874 c. 57.— 1892 c. 267. 

Sec. 1. The property, real and personal, belonging 
to a woman at the time of her marriage, and all prop- 
erty which she may acquire or receive after her mar- 
riage, by purchase, gift, grant, devise, bequest, de- 
scent ^ or in course of distribution, or in any other 
manner, shall be protected from the debts of the hus- 
band, and not in any way be liable for the payment 
thereof; provided, that no acquisition of property pass- 
ing to the wife from the husband after coverture, shall 
be valid if the same has been made or granted to her inr 
prejudice of the rights of his subsisting creditors, who 
however must assert their claims within three years 
after the acquisition of the property by the wife or be 
absolutely barred, and for the pMi^o^^ o^ ^^"t^^^Mvcv^ 
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their rights under this section, claims of creditors of 
the husband not yet due and matured shall be con- 
sidered as due and matured. 

1872 c. 270.— 1890 c. 39^1. 

2. The property acquired or owned, according to 
the provisions of the preceding section, by a married 
woman, she shall hold for her separate use, with power 
of devising the same, as fully as if she were a feme 
scle\ or she may convey the same by a joint deed with 
her husband; or authorize an agent or attorney to sell 
and convey the same by a power of attorney executed 
jointly with her husband; or where the husband is a 
lunatic or insane, and has been so found upon inquisi- 
tion, and said finding remains unreversed and in force, 
she may convey the same as fully as if she were a 
feme sole, by her separate deed, whether the same be 
absolute or by way of mortgage; provided, that if she 
die intestate and leaving children, her husband shall 
have a life estate in her property, real and personal, 
but if she die intestate leaving no children, her hus- 
band shall have a life estate in her real property, and 
her personal property shall vest in him absolutely; 
any married woman may be sued jointly with her 
husband in any of the courts of this State, or before 
any justice of the peace, on any note, bill of exchange, 
single bill, bond, contract or agreement which she 
may have executed jointly with her husband, and 
may employ counsel and defend such action or suit 
separately or jointly with her husband; and judgments 
recovered in such cases shall be liens on the prop- 
erty of defendants, and may be collected by execution 
or attachment in the same manner as if the defendants 
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were not husband and wife; provided, that in all cases 
where a married woman has made such contract or 
agreement as 2ifeme sole under section 7 of this arti- 
cle, she may be proceeded against as therein provided. 

1896 c. 243. 

2A. Where any married woman is a lunatic or in- 
sane, and has been so found upon inquisition, and said 
finding remains in force, her husband may grant and 
convey any real estate which he may have acquired 
since said married woman was so found a lunatic or 
insane, as aforesaid, by his separate deed whether the 
same be absolute or by way of mortgage, as fully as if 

he were unmarried. 

1853 c. 245:3. 

3. It shall not be necessary for a married woman 
to have a trustee to secure to her the sole and sepa- 
rate use of her property; but if she desires it, she may 
make a trustee by deed, her husband joining in .the 
deed, or she may apply to a court of equity and have 
a trustee appointed; in which appointment the uses 
and trusts for which the trustee holds the property 

shall be declared. 

18530.245:2. 

4. A married woman having no trustee, may by 
her next friend sue in a court of law or equity in all 
cases for the recovery, or security or protection of her 
property, as fully as if she were 2ifeme sole, 

1818 c. 193: 10. 

5* A widow shall be entitled to dower in lands 
held by equitable title in the husband — but such right 
of dower shall not operate to the prejudice of any 
claim for the purchase money of such lands, or other 
lien on the samel 
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1818 c. 10. 

, 6. A tenant by the curtesy shall be entitled for 
life to lands held by equitable title, but not to the 
prejudice of any claim for the purchase money of such 
lands or other liens on the same. 

1842 c. 293: 8. — 1882 c. 265. 

7. Any married woman, who by her skill, industry 
or personal labor, shall earn any money, or other prop- 
erty, real, personal or mixed, shall hold the same, and 
the fruits, increase and profits thereof, to her sole and 
separate use, with power as Q,feme sole to invest, re- 
invest, devise, bequeath, sell and dispose of the same; 
provided, that such money or property shall be liable 
for the payment of any claim or debt incurred by such 
married woman in and about the business, occupation 
or enterprise in which said money or ether property 
shall be earned or invested; and for any such debt, 
said married woman may be sued before any justice 
of the peace or court of this State (whichever shall 
have jurisdiction as determined by the amount of said 
debt;) as if she were 2ifeme sole; and any such property 
may be taken in execution to satisfy any judgment 
rendered on such cause of action; provided, that the 
husband of such married woman shall have the right 
to appear and defend any such suit in her name; and 
no judgment shall be entered in any such suit against 
such married woman without proof, unless by the joint 
consent, in writing, of herself and husband; and pro- 
vided, further, that any married woman may sue in any 
court of law or equity in this State upon any cause of 
action in her own name, and without the necessity of 
a J>rochein ami, as if she werey<?w<? sc>le. 
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i852 c. 9.— 1868 c. 471: loi. 

8. Any married woman, by herself and in her 
name, or in the name of any third person, with his, 
assent, as her trustee, may insure or cause to be in- 
sured for her sole use, the life of her husband for any 
definite period, or for the term of his natural life; and 
any husband may cause his own life to be insured for 
the sole use of his wife, and may also assign any policy 
of insurance upon his own life, to his wife, for her sole 
use; and in case of the wife surviving her husband, 
the sum or net amount of such insurance becoming 
due and payable by the terms of the insurance, shall 
be payable to her for her own use, tree from the claims 
of the representatives of her husband, or any of his 
creditors. 

1878 C. 200. 

9. All policies of life insurance upon the life of 
any person which may hereafter mature, and which 
have been or shall be taken out for the benefit of, or 
bona fide assigned to the wife or children, or any rela- 
tive dependent upon such person, or any creditor, shall 
be vested in such wife or children, or other relative 
or creditor, free and clear from all claims of the credi- 
tors of such insured person. 

1840 C. 212: 2.— 1868 C. 471: lOI. 

10. If the wife shall die before her husband the 
amount of such insurance may be made payable after 
her death to her children or descendants, for their 
use, and to their guardian, if under age; and if there 
be no children or descendants of the wife living at the 
time of her death, to her legal representaLtU5.e.?», 
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1853 c. 335. 

11. The receipt of any married woman for the pay- 
ment of money deposited by her before or after mar- 
riage, shall be a valid discharge to any individual or 
corporation making such payment; provided, that 
nothing contained in this section shall prevent any 
creditors of the husband from attaching the same, or 
restraining the payment by injunction, if the deposit 
were made in fraud of creditors. 

1842 c. 293:5.-18560. 154:94.-1888 c. 320.- 1894 c. 326. 

12. Any married woman having arrived at the age 
of eighteen years may convey her real or personal 
property if her husband join in the conveyance, 
whether the conveyance be absolute or by way of 
mortgage, and she may execute and acknowledge any 
deed, mortgage or bill of sale or other instrument of 
writing in the same manner as other grantors or bar- 
gainors, without any private examination or other 
ceremony; and she may, at whatever age she may be, 
relinquish her dower in any real estate by the joint 
deed of herself and husband, or by her separate deed. 

1798 c. loi, sub-c. 5 : 8. 

13. A husband bringing a personal action to re- 
cover in right of his wife after her death, may declare 
specially setting forth, in the usual manner, how the 
debt or right accrued to his wife, and stating fur- 
ther, that by marriage, the debt or right devolved on 
him. 

1867 c. 223 

14. In all cases w^here leases for a definite term or 
for a term of years, renewable for ever, have been, or 
may hereaiter be made to a married woman, and the 



f 

I 



INTEREST TO WOMEN. 15 

rent therein stipulated to be paid shall be in arrear and 
unpaid for the space of ninety days, it shall be lawful 
for the landlord to levy said rents by distress, in the 
same manner as if the lessee was 2i/cvie sole ; and in 
case of no sufficient distress being found on said prem- 
ises, to make such re-entry, or bring such action for 
the recovery of the demised premises as he or she 
might do if the lessee w^r^feme sole, and had covenanted 
for the payment of said rents, and to suffer such re- 
entry to be made. 

1867, c. 223 

15. In all deeds made to married women, since 
March 19, 1867, of real estate or chattels real, it 
shall be competent for the grantee or lessee to bind 
herself and her assigns, by any covenant running with 
or relating to said real estate or chattels real, the same 
as if she was Oifeme sole, 

1882 c. 3S5. 

16. In all cases of leases or sub-leases of land for 
a definite term, or for a term of years renewable for- 
ever, made after May 3, 1882, where the term created 
by said lease or sub-lease shall have become, or may 
hereafter become, vested in a married woman, either 
by deed or will or operation of law, she shall be 
bound by, and liab'e on all the covenants in said lease 
Or sub-lease, which run with the land, the same as if 
she "^Qsfeme sole, 

1880, c. 253 

17. No husband shall be liable in any manner for any 
debts of his wife contracted, or for any claims or de- 
mands against her arising prior to marriage, but she 
and her property shall remain liable therefor in the 
same manner as it the marriage had not taken place- 
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1880, c. 253 

18. Proceedings at law or in equity , according to the 
nature of such debts, claims or demands, may be taken 
against such married woman, notwithstanding her 
coverture in her married name, joining her husband 
therein as a defendant; but no judgment or decree 
shall be passed against the husband or his estate, but 
each judgment or degree shall be passed against the 
wife only ; and it shall operate only upon her estate 
held and owned by her prior or subsequent to said 
marriage. 

1880, c. ;«53 

19. Any married woman , against whom any proceed- 
ing may be taken under the two preceding sections, 
shall have power to appoint an attorney at law to act 
for her in such proceeding, if she shall elect so to do | 
said sections shall not apply to cases pending on April 
10, 1880. 

1892, c. 586 

20. Whenever an}' interest or estate of any kind in 
any property, real, personal or mixed, situate, lying or 
being within this State, has been or shall hereafter be 
sold, conveyed, assigned, mortgaged, leased, transfer- 
red, or delivered by any husband, directly or indirect- 
ly, to his wife, and has been or shall hereafter be sub- 
sequently sold, conveyed, assigned, mortgaged, leased, 
transferred or delivered by such wife and husband 
during their coverture, or by such wife after such cover- 
ture has terminated, or has been orshall hereafter be sub- 
sequently devised or bequeathed by such wife during 
such coverture, or after such coverture has termi- 
nated, the fact of such previous sale, conveyance, 

assignment, mortgage, lease, or delivery by such hus- 
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band, directly or indirectly, to his wife, shall not 
hereafter be deemed or taken, at law or in equity, to 
have given preserved or reserved, nor to give, pre- 
serve or reserve to any subsisting creditor of such hus- 
band, by reason of any debt or obligation, claim or de- 
mand whatsoever, any other or greater right, lien or 
cause of action against such interest or estate, or. 
against any third person, his heirs, executors, admin- 
istrators or assigns, than such creditors would have 
had in case such interest or estate had been sold, con- 
veyed, assigned, mortgaged, leased, transferred or de- 
livered or devised or bequeathed by such husband di- 
rectly to such third person. And the fact of such 
previous sale, conveyance, assignment, mortgage, 
lease or delivery by such husband, directly or indi- 
rectly, to his wife, or the recital thereof in any in- 
strument of writing whatever, shall not hereafter be 
deemed or taken at law or in equity, to give or im- 
part, nor to have given or imparted notice to any third 
person, his heirs, executors, administrators, or assigns ' 
of the existence or of the possibility or probability of 
the existence of any subsisting creditor or creditors of 
such husband; provided, that this act shall not apply 
to any action, suit or cause at law or in equity now 
pending, nor to any that may be instituted on or be- 
fore the first day of January, eighteen hundred and 
ninety-three, in reference to any such sale, conveyance, 
assignment, mortgage, lease, or delivery made on or 
prior to the passage of this act. 

No married woman shall be entitled to letters tes- 
tamentary, but the same or letters of administration 
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shall be granted in the same manner as if she had not 
been named in the will, unless her husband with two 
sureties, give bond for her faithful performance. — 93 :- 

5^' 



Right of Dower. 

Courts of equity have full concurrent jurisdiction 
with courts of law in dower. — Art. 16, Sec. 41. 

Courts of Equity may confirm conveyance of dower 
by an mfa,nt/eme covert. — Art. 16: 42. See Husband 
and Wife, Art. 45, Sec. 12. 

Art. 16 : 43. In all cases where lands and tene- 
ments are to be sold under a decree, and the widow 
who is entitled to dower in such lands will consent in 
writing to the sale of the entire estate therein, the 
court shall order the same to be sold free from any 
claim of dower, and allow the widow such portion of 
the net proceeds of sale as may be just and equitable, 
not exceeding one-seventh nor less than one-tenth, 
according to the age, health, and condition of such 
widow. 

In all sales by joint owners the court may sell free 
from dower. — 16: 44. 

Where there is a decree for the sale of lands and a 
widow will not consent to a sale of her dower the 
Court may appoint five commissioners to lay oflf the 
dower, subject to its confirmation or rejection. — 16: 45. 

Dower in husband's lands held by Equitable title. 
See Husband and Wife, Art. zv5, Sec 5. 
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Wife may relinquish her dower by joint deed of 
herself and husband, or by her separate deed. — Art. 
45 : 12. 

How dower ascertained and located by commission- 
ers i and in the case of a sale if the widow consents 
to the sale and it must be in writing, she shall be en- 
titled to a like portion named above in Art. i6. Sec. 
43. — Art. 46 : 62, 63. 

A wife convicted of bigamy forfeits dower and, 
also, her distributive share in husband's personal es- 
tate. — Art. 27 : 17. 

Art. 93. Sec. 291. Every devise of land, or any 
estate therein, or bequest of personal estate, to the wife 
of the testator, shall be construed to be intended in 
bar of her dower in lands or share of the personal es- 
tate respectively, unless it be otherwise expressed in 
the will. 

Art. 93. Sec. 292. A widow shall be barred of 
her right of dower in land or share in the personal 
estate, by any devise or bequest, unless within six 
months after the first grant of administration upon 
her husband's estate, she shall deliver or transmit to 
the court, or register of wills where administration has 
been granted, a written renunciation in the following 
form, or to the following effect : ** I, A. B., widow 

of , late of deceased, do hereby renounce 

and quit all claim to any bequest or devise made to 
me by the last will of my husband, exhibited and 
proved according to law ; and I elect to take in lieu 
thereof, my dower or legal share oi \.\i^ ^^Va\.^ ofl \r^ 
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said husband/' But by renouncing all claim to a 
devise or bequest, or devises or bequests of personal 
property made to her by the will of her husband, she 
shall be entitled to one-third part of the personal 
estate of her husband which shall remain after pay- 
ment of his just debts and claims against him, and no 
more. 

Where the Orphans' Court has directed repairs or 
improvements on real estate in which a widow may 
be entitled to dower, it may determine what part of 
the expense shall be paid by her, and the dower shall 
be answerable for it. — Art. 93 : 301, 302, 303. 

Effect of Ante-marriage settlement on right of 
dower, see Widows, Art. 93: 296. 



Widows— From Article 93. 

293. If the will of the husband devise a part of 
both real and personal estate she shall renounce the 
whole, or be otherwise barred of her right to both 
real and personal estate. 

294. If the will devise only a part of the real 
estate, or only a part of the personal estate, the devise 
shall bar her of only the real or personal estate as the 
case may require ; provided, nevertheless, that if the 
devise of either real or personal estate, or of both, 
shall be expressly in lieu of her legal share of one or 
both, she shall accordingly be barred unless she re- 
nounce as aforesaid. 



INTEREST TO WOMEN. 21 

295. But if in effect nothing shall pass by such 
devise, she shall not be thereby barred whether she 
shall or shall not renounce as aforesaid, it being the 
intent of this article and consonant to justice, that a 
widow accepting or abiding by a devise, in lieu of her 
legal right shall be considered as a purchaser with a 

fair consideration. 

« 

296. If any married woman shall have any estate 
settled on her by her husband by jointure or other 
settlement, before marriage, such jointure or settle- 
ment shall bar her of her dower of such husband's 
lands, yet it shall be lawful for her to accept what her 
husband shall by his last will and testament devise to 
her. 

297. If the widow commit waste in the lands of the 
deceased she shall be liable to an action by the heir 
or devisee, or his guardian. 

298. In all cases where administration shall have 
been or shall hereafter be granted upon the estate of 
any married man who has left a widow and an infant 
child or infant children surviving him, the said child or 
children being also the child or children of the said 
widow, such widow shall be entitled to an allowance 
of the personal estate remaining after the payment of 
funeral expenses, for her own use and that of the 
said infant children, of the sum of one hundred and 
fifty dollars to be paid to her in money or in articles of 
household and kitchen furniture at their appraised 
value, as she may select. 

299. If the decedent leave amAo^ ^xi^\icim\^\i\. 
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child or children surviving" him, the widow shall be in 
like manner entitled to an allowance of seventy-five 
dollars in money or its equivalent in household and 
kitchen furniture, as provided in the foregoing section. 

The orphans' court upon proper return allows the 
administrator credit for the same in his account: 300. 

305. In all cases where lands and tenements in this 
State are to be sold under a power of sale in last wills 
and testaments, and the widow of the testator, who is 
entitled to dower in such lands and tenements, will 
consent in writing to the sale of the entire real estate^ 
the orphans' court of Baltimore city and the or- 
phans' courts of the several counties of this State 
shall order the same to be sold free from any claim of 
dower, and allow the widow such portion of the net 
proceeds of sale as may be just and equitable, not ex- 
ceeding- one-seventh nor less than one- tenth, accord- 
ing to the age, health and condition of such widow; 
and such amount shall bar all claim of dower by said 
widow in such lands. 

306. Such consent in writing shall be filed and re- 
recorded in the office of the register of wills for Bal- 
timore city, and the office of the register of wills for 
the several counties, and a copy thereof shall also be 
filed with the report of the sales of such lands and 
tenements. — See Right of Dower, Art. 93 : 291, 292. 

In administration, letters shall be granted, in the 
discretion of the court to the widow or child, if such, 
of the deceased : 18. 
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A mother, when a widow, as the natural guardian 
of her infant children shall be allowed such charges 
etc. , as are authorized by law in the case of other 
guardians: 179. 



Wills. 



A male of the full age of twenty-one years, a female 
of the full age of eighteen years, of sound and disposing 
mind and capable of executing a valid deed or contract 
may make a will of lands, — Art. 93 ; 309. 

Infants over the age of fourteen, if males, and over 
twelve, if femajes, may make a will oi personal property , 
— Hinkley's Testamentary I^aw, page 10, 

A married woman shall have the right to devise her 
property (acquired since January 12, i860,) as fully 
as if she were a feme sole. — Art. 45 : See also. Art. 
93: 320. 

All wills shall be in writing and signed by the person 
making the same, or by some other for him, in his pres- 
i:nce and by his express direction, and shall be attested 
and subscribed in the presence of the maker by two 
or more creditable witnesses or otherwise they shall 
be utterly void and of none effect. — Art. 93: 310. 

A soldier in active service, or mariner at sea, may 
dispose of his movables, wages, and personal estate by 
nuncupative will : 318 

Registers of wills shall receive for safe keeping the 
will of any living person who resides m lbs. oifc^ oit 
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country for which such register is appointed and he 
shall receive for each will so deposited fifty cents : 340. 

No will or other testamentary paper shall be subject 
to caveat or other objection to its validity after the 
expiration of three years from its probate. — Art. 93 : 
329A— 1894, c. 405. 

In all wills hereafter executed the real estate of the 
testator not specifically devised shall be changeable 
with the payment of pecuniary legacies, wherever the 
personal estate after payment of debts shall prove to 
be insufficient unless the contrary intention shall 
clearly appear. — Art. 93 : 316A, 1894, c. 438. 

In proving a will or codicil all the witnesses thereto 
shall be examined, if their attendance can be had. — 
1890, c, 416. 

Testator, in his will, may excuse the executor from 
giving bond to administer. — 93; 41. 



Distribution. 

If an interstate married woman leaves no child or 
children, or descendants, all her personal property 
shall devolve upon her husband absolutely; adminis- 
tration upon her estate not necessary unless she shall 
be liable in law for debts owing by her; but no title 
shall pass to him except by an order of the orphans' 
court. If sh^ leaves children, or descendants, said 
property shall devolve upon her administrator, and 
the surplus of her estate shall pass to the husband for 
life, and after his death to her children and descend- 
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ants per stirpes. The court directs the mode in which 
the estate shall be invested to serve the rights of the 
^children and others after the expiration of the life 
estate. The whole of the e^ate is subject to the 
orders of the court. — Art. 93: 32, Act 1892, c. 571. 

Upon petition of the husband payment may be 
made to a disti'ibutee of the wife when it shall be 
twenty-one years of age. — Sec. 32A. Act 1892, c. 440. 

After the payment of the debts of an estate, upon 
an order of the orphans' court, a special advance may 
be made to a person entitled to a distributive share, 
that may be in straightened circumstances, or under 
like circumstances, to a specific legatee. — Art. 93 : 140, 
141. 

A Leaflet containing * * General Directions for the 
Information of Administrators and Executors'* can 
be obtained from the Register of Wills. These can, 
also, be found in Hinkley's Testamentary I^aw, 653. 



Divorces. 

ARTICLE 16. IN FULL BY SECTIONS. 
1841 c. 262: I— 1845 c. 330: 1. 

35. The courts of equity of this State shall have 
jurisdiction of all applications for divorces; and any 
person desiring a divorce shall file "^his or her bill in 
the court, either where the plaintifi' or defendant 
resides; or if the party against whom the bill is filed 
be a non-resident, then such bill may be filed in the 
court where the plaintifif resides-, ^tv^l m^m s^Og.\s^ 
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the same process by summons, notice or otherwise, 
shall be had to procure the answer and appearance of 
a defendant, as is had in other cases in chancery; and 
in all cases where, from the default of the defendant, a 
bill for divorce may be taken pro confesso, the court 
shall order testimony to be taken, and shall decide the 
case upon the testimony so taken. 

1841 C. 262: 2.— 1844 C. 306. — 1846 C 340. — 1849 C. 245. — 1872 C. 272. — 1888 C. 486. 

36. Upon the hearing of any bill for divorce, the 
court may decree a divorce a vinculo matrimonii for 
the following causes, to wit: first, the impotence of 
either party at the time of the marriage; secondly, 
for any cause which, by the laws of this State render 
a marriage null and void ad initio; thirdly, for adult- 
ery ; fourthly, when the court shall be satisfied by 
competent testimony that the party complained against 
has abandoned the party complaining, and that such 
abandonment has continued uninterruptedly for at 
least three years, and is deliberate and final, and the 
separation of the parties beyond any reasonable ex- 
pectation of reconciliation; fifthly, when the woman 
before marriage has been guilty of illicit carnal inter- 
course with another man, the same being unknown to 
the husband at the time of the marriage, and when 
such carnal connection shall be proved to the satisfac- 
tion of the court. 

* 1841 c, 262: 3. — 1872 c. 272. 

37. Divorces a w<?wja ^/M<:r^ may be decreed for 
the following causes, to wit: first, cruelty of treat- 
ment; secondly, excessively vicious conduct; thirdly, 
abandonment and desertion; and the court may de- 
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cree such divorces forever, or for a limited time; and 
in all cases where divorce a mensa et thoro is decreed 
it may be revoked at any time thereafter by the court 
granting the same, upon the joint application of the 
parties to be discharged from the operation of the de- 
cree; and the court may decree a divorce a mensa et 
thoro in cases where a divorce a vinculo matrimonii is 
prayed, if the causes proved be sufficient to entitle 
the party to the same; and in all cases where a di- 
vorce is decreed, the court passing the same shall have 
full power to award to the wife such property or 
estate as she had when married, or the value of the 
same, or of such part thereof as may have been sold 
or converted by the husband, having regard to the 
circumstances of the husband at the time of the di- 
vorce, or such part of any such property as the court 
may deem reasonable; and shall also have power to 
order and direct who shall have the guardianship and 
custody of th-e children, and be charged with their 
support and maintenance, and may at any time there- 
after annul, vary or modify such order in relation to 
the children. 

iSji c. 262: 5 — 1843 c. 287. — 1886 c. 10. 

38. No person shall be entitled to make applica- 
tion for a divorce, where the causes for divorce oc- 
curred out of this State, unless the party plaintiff or 
defendant shall have resided within this State for two 
years next preceding such application. 

1842 c. 198:1. 

39. When a bill prays for a divorce a vhiculo 
matrimonii, the fact that the parties have been divorced 
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a mcnsa et thoro shall not be taken to interfere with 
the jurisdiction of the court over the subject. 

1845 C. 198: 2. 

4:0, The admission of a respondent, of the facts 
charged in a bill for a divorce, who .consents to the 
application, shall not be taken of itself as conclusive 
proof of the facts charged, as the ground of the appli- 
cation. — Evidence, see 35:3. 



Alimony. 

Art. 16. 14. The courts of equity of this State, 
shall and may hear and determine all causes for ali- 
mony, in as full and ample manner as such causes 
could be heard and determined by the laws of England 
in the ecclesiastical courts there. 

15. In cases where a divorce is decreed, alimony 
may be awarded. 



Child. 

Child born out of wedlock, if acknowledged by the 
man, is legitimated by such acknowledgement and 
the marriage of the parents. — Art. 46: 29. 

Whenever a minor is brought before a court or judge 
in private custody the court or judge in the determi- 
nation of the case, shall be guided and controlled by a 
paternal consideration of what is demanded by ' the 
best interests of such minor and the custody shall be 
determined without regard to technicalities; the ex- 
amination may be adjourned from time to time, — and 
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the proceedings cannot be controlled by any of the 
parties thereto; they can neither dismiss nor settle the 
case; it may be committed to the care of any person, 
body corporate or institution, upon such terms and 
for such period as may be deemed beneficial, and the 
court or judge may retain jurisdiction over it and may 
pass such other and further orders in relation to its 
care and custody as maybe deemed just and bene- 
ficial. — Art. 42:20. — 1890 c. 70. 

The several chancery courts of this State have the 
power to pass a decree declaring, with the consent of 
the parents, any minor child the adopted child of the 
petitioner. The child so adopted shall be entitled to 
the same rights of inheritance and distribution as to 
the petitioner's estate, arid the same rights of protec- 
tion, education and maintenance as if bom to such 
petitioner in lawful wedlock. The name of the child 
may be changed. — Art. 16: 62 A. — 1892 c. 244. 

No person engaged in performing upon any musi- 
cal instrument or engaged in selling merchandise, etc., 
or in any business upon or near to any street, lane, 
etc., and not having a fixed place of business while 
so engaged, shall have in his possession or company 
while so engaged, any boy or girl under the age of 
eigtt years. Penalty not exceeding ten dollars for 
for each offense. 1890 c. 6. 

Any person who shall entice any apprentice or 
other minor from the care and employment of its parent, 
guardian or master or harbor him shall forfeit twenty 
dollars, and shall be liable in damages \t\ aet\o\^. ^1 
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law; but no person who in good faith receives or other- 
wise removes any minor for the purpose of sheltering 
it from ill-treatment or suffering shall incur any lia- 
bility. — Art. 6: 24. — 1890c. 8. See also Art. 71. 4. 



Age of Female. 

To make a will of land the full age of eighteen 
years. — Art. 93 : 309. 

To make a will of personal property twelve years 
of age. — Hinkley's Testamentary Law, 17. 

To make a deed, if married, at eighteen years, the 
husband joining. — Art. 45: 12. — 1894 c. 326. If a 
/erne sole, at twenty-one years. 

To execute a release, or receipt, to an executor, 
administrator, guardian, trustee, or any person or 
body corporate, at eighteen years. — Art. 79: i, 7, 8, 10. 

May be bound as an apprentice until eighteen years 
of age. — Art. 6:15, 20. 

Child between • three and sixteen years old not 
to be received or retained in almshouse more than 
ninety days, unless an unteachable idiot, an epileptic 
or a paralytic, or be otherwise so disabled or deformed 
as to be incapable of labor or service. — Art. 4: i. — 
1886 c. 262. 

To have guardian, where she has property, until 
eighteen years of age or marriage. — Art. 93 : 144. 

To receive bequests at the age of eighteen or mar- 
riage. — Art. 93: 192. 



I 
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To marry, no license shall issue unless (the male 
be over the age of twenty -one) she be above the age 
of sixteen years; provided however, that if the par- 
ents or guardian assent thereto in person or by writ- 
ing, attested by two witnesses, the license may issue. 
— Art. 62: 7. — 1886 c. 497. 

To relinquish her dower a married woman may, at 
whatever age she may be, by joint deed of herself and 
husband, or by her separate deed, or by power of 
attorney. — Art. 45: 12. 

To be an executrix she must be above eighteen 
years of age. — Art. 93: 52. 

No child under sixteen years of age shall be em- 
ployed in laboring more than ten hours a day in a 
factory or mercantile business in Baltimore city. — Art. 
27: 139, 140. — 1892 c. 443. 

Nor minors under twelve years of age in any mill or 
factory, other than those for manufacturing canned 
goods. See counties excepted. — 1884 c. 317. 

Age of consent fourteen years. — Art. 27: 233. — 1890 
410. See Abuse of Child. 

M'inors under the age of sixteen years may in the 
discretion of the court or justice of the peace, in cer- 
tain cases, be sentenced to House of Refuge or like 
institution. — 1884 c. 467. 

Where convicted of first offense, not capital, the 
court may release on probation. — 1894 c. 402. See 
Child. 
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Eyidencei 

Art. 1864: 109.— 1876 c. 357.— 1888: 545. 

Husbands and wives are competent and compell- 
able to testify in civil cases for or against each other. 
—Art. 35: I. 

A person charged with crime or an offense, shall 
at his own request, but not otherwise, be deemed 
a competent witness; but the neglect or refusal of 
any such person to testify shall not create any pre- 
sumption against him. In all criminal proceedings 
the husband and wife of the accused party shall be 
competent to testify; but in no case, civil or crim- 
inal, shall any husband or wife be competent to 
disclose any confidential communication made by' the 
one to the other during the marriage; and in suits, 
actions, bills, or other proceedings instituted in con- 
sequence of adultery, or for the purpose of obtaining a 
divorce, or for damages for breach of promise of mar- 
riage, no verdict shall be permitted to be recovered, 
nor shall any judgment or decree be entered upon the 
testimony of the plaintiff alone; but in all such cases 
testimony in corroboration of that of the plaintiff shall 
be necessary. — Art. 35: 3. 



Public Edacation. 

There shall be throughout the State a general sys- 
tem of free public schools. — Art. 77: I. 

1886 c. 495. 

Art. 77. 40. The nature of alcoholic drinks and 
iiarcotics, with special instruction as to their effects 
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upon the human system, in connection with the seve- 
ral divisions of the subject of physiology and hygiene^ 
shall be included in the branches of study taught in 
the common schools, and shall be taught to and studied 
by all pupils whose capacity will admit of it, in all 
departments of the public schools of the State, and in* 
all educational institutions supported wholly or in 
part by money from the State; and the said study 
shall be taught to and studied by said pupils in said 
schools as thoroughly and in the same manner as 
other like branches are there taught and studied, with 
text books in the hands of pupils, where other like 
branches are thus studied; and said text books must be 
published, printed and sold in the State of Maryland. 

41. It shall be the duty of boards of county school 
commissioners, and of the board of commissioners of 
public schools of Baltimore city, county examiners > 
superintendents of public schools of Baltimore city^ 
and boards of all educational institutions receiving aid 
from the State, to enforce the provisions of the pre- 
ceeding section. 



Treatment and Care of Habitual Drankards. 

Any inhabitant of the State who is of kin or a 
friend of an habitual drunkard may petition the cir- 
cuit court for leave to send him at the expense of the 
county or city of Baltimore to such institution for 
medical treatment of drunkards as the court may 
designate; the petition shall set forth the name, age 
and condition of such habitual drunkard, and that 
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the said drunkard, or those of his kin, petitioning are 
not financially able to incur the expense of his cure;| 
that he is willing to attend such institution. The 
petition shall be verified by the person making such 
request, the written agreement of the habitual drunk- 
ard to take such treatment and obey the rules of the 
institution, and the names of three taxpayers in the 
county or city of his residence, stating that they are 
familiar with the financial circumstances of such 
drunkard and of the petitioning kin and think it a 
proper case for assistance. — 1894 c. 247 : i. 

If the court is satisfied from the facts set forth in 
the petition that the drunkard has been a resident for 
six months of said county or city and desires to take 
such treatment, it shall send him to some institution 
for the cure of drunkenness in Maryland. Expense, 
$100. Cannot be sent a second time at public ex- 
pense: 2. 

A drunkard as mentioned in this act shall be deemed 
to include any person who has acquired the habit of 
using spirituous, malt or fermented liquors, cocaine 
or other narcotics to such a degree as to deprive him 
or her of reasonable self-control : 5. 

Circuit courts have power to appoint a committee, 
for habitual drunkard, incapable of taking care of him- 
self or herself, or his or her property. Jury inquires in 
the presence of such person whether he or she is an 
habitual drunkard — proceedings like those of lunatic. 
The person may dispense with legal proceedings to 
establish the same, and may with the approbation of the 
court appoint his own committee and enter any insti- 
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1 selected by the court. The words ** an habitual 
tard ' * shall be construed to embrace any person 
may be habitually addicted to the use of alcohol, 
a, cocaine, morphine or any other drug or intox- 
— Art. 16: 47, 1894: 474. 



Liquor Laws. 

e liquor laws of the several counties differ very 
. No two are exactly alike. In every county, 
►t two, where the license system, generally, pre- 
there is a part, at least, under prohibitory law. 
following is a general statement of the condition 
i;;State : 

egany county, liquor selling is prohibited in 
►istrict and within one-half mile from Narrows* 

ne Arundel, prohibited in five districts. 

timore county, prohibited in nine places. 

vert, prohibited in all parts of the county. 

-oline, 

ToU, permitted 

:il, prohibited 

irles, permitted 

rchester, prohibited 

derick, prohibited in various districts. 

rrett, prohibited* within two miles of Anderson 

d, and right to vote given by the last General 

ably. 

rford, prohibited in all but one district. 

ward, prohibited in all but part of one district. 

at, prohibited in all parts of the county. 
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Montgomery, prohibited in all parts of the countyJ 

Prince George's, prohibited in two districts and| 
Hyattsville. 

Queen Anne, prohibited in all but one district. 

Somerset, prohibited in all parts of the county. 

St. Mary's, permitted in all parts of the county, 
except Charlotte Hall. 

Talbot, prohibited in all but one district. 

Washington, permitted in all parts of the county, 
except within one-half mile of the road on the moun- 
tain at High Rock, etc. 

Wicomico, prohibited in four districts, permitted 
to vote every four years, applications for license to be 
signed by freeholders of $500 property. 

Worcester, prohibited in part of three districts. 

Baltimore city — prohibited at Mount Verne n fac- 
tories, and at every place within three-fourths of a 
mile thereof, and on Madison avenue extended — 1882 
c. 107: — at Woodberry factory and at every place 
nearer thereto than three-fourths of a mile in every 
direction — 1864 c. 206; — in all that part, bounded on 
the east by Mount Royal terrace, on the soutb^by 
North or Boundary avenue, on the west by Druid 
Hill avenue extended and on the North by Druid Hill 
Park — 1888 c. 56 — 1888 c. 98; — at every place nearer 
than three-fourths of a mile in all directions, from 
Walbrook public school, known as Annex School, No. 
15, in the twenty-first ward. — 1894, c. 235. 

A synopsis of the general law is given hereinafter, 
but it must be kept in mind that where it conflicts 
with any local law it yields to the latter. Tlie ^r^ac^ 
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at command in this book is not sufficient to give a 
summary of the local laws, except that of Baltimore 
city. 

The author expects to issue in a few weeks a vol- 
ume which will contain the General Laws of the State 
relating to the Sale of Intoxicating Liquors, the Local 
Option and Prohibitory Laws of every part of the 
State, in full; the votes at all the Local Option Elec- 
tions, a Digest of important Decisions of the Courts 
of last resort, upon these subjects, and other facts of 
importance to all who are interested in the existence, 
restriction or prohibition of the liquor traffic. 



General Liquor License Laws. 

ORDINARY, INN -KEEPERS AND RETAILERS. 

Every ordinary or inn-keeper shall keep accommoda- 
tions for travellers, as provided in the article regulating 
licenses. — 71 : 2. See below : Art. 56 : 68. 

If any ordinary or inn-keeper keeps a disorderly 
house, or if any retailer keeps a disorderly house or 
suffers any liquor by him sold or bartered, mixed or 
unmixed, to be drunk in or about his house, the cir- 
cuit court for the county, or the criminal court of Bal- 
timore, if the offense is committed in said city, may, 
on application or remonstrance, withdraw the license 
of such person to retail spirituous or ietmfewX.^^XvQ^o^'^.^ 



88 MARYLAND LAWS OF 

and shall exercise a sound discretion relative thereto : 
and during the recess of said courts, the orphans' 
court at their several sessions, shall and ma)' exercise 
a similar power, authority and discretion. — Art. 71:3. 

The applicant shall be' recommended to the clerk 
by two respectable freeholders of his immediate 
vicinity, and shall make oath, that he has bona fide 
and without intending to evade the requirements of 
this article, provided and expects to maintain six good 
beds, with sufficient covering therefor, and three 
rooms more than sufficient for his private uses, with 
stabling and provender for five horses at least ; and if 
said applicant resides in Baltimore cit)', that he has 
provided and expects to maintain twelve good beds, 
with covering aforesaid and six rooms. — Art. 56 :68. 

If the rate of rent or annual value of the house or 
place of an ordinary keeper does not exceed : 

$ 100 a fee of $ 25 

200 ** 40 

300 '* 50 

400 ** 60 

500 '' 75 

750 '' 90 

1000 ** 100 

2000 ** 150 

3000 " 180 

5000 '' 250 

10,000 ** 400 

If it exceeds 10,000 " 450 

— Art. 56 : 69-81. J 858 c. 414. 
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Retailers of not not less than a pint of liquor or 
beer if stock does not exceed 

$ 500. a fee of $ 18 

1000 '' 35 

2000 * ' 50 

4000 *' 75 

6000 *' 100 

10,000 *' 120 

20,000 ** 130 

30,000 * ' 140 

more than 30,000 ** 150 

—Art. 56 : 55-66. 

License for an oyster or eating house, $50. 

If a licensee dies his widow, executor or adminis- 
trator may carry on business under the license until 
it shall expire. — Art. 56 : 4! 1828, c. 85 : 6. 

Licenses expire on the first day of May : i. 

Licenses are granted by the clerk of the circuit court 
in the counties and the Board of Liquor License 
Commissioners in Baltimore city. See Baltimore. 

Vendors of cakes, beer (other than lager beer) 
or cider who are the makers of such beer or cider do 
not require a license : 35. 

No license to trade or to sell spirituous or fer- 
mented liquors shall be issued by any clerk of a 
court to di/eme covert or to any person under the age 
of twenty-one years without the special order of a 
judge of said court ; and no judge shall give such 
special order to issue such license to sell such liquors 
feme covert or person under the age of twenty-one 
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years unless upon the recommendation of at least ten 
respectable freeholders, residents of the ward or dis- 
trict wherein said license would be operative; and shall 
whenever any license shall be issued to a feme covert 
or minor, the said /<?»!<? covert or person under the age 
of twenty-one years shall be responsible for all con- 
tracts made in the prosecution of such business under 
such license, and shall be liable to be sued therefor in 
any of the courts of this State ; and the ^v^feme covert 
may be sued or indicted and prosecuted in case ot vio- 
lation by her of the license law of this State, or in case 
she should keep a disorderly house, as if she were a 
feme sole ; and if judgment be obtained against her on 
any contract, execution shall or may issue in the or- 
dinary way to effect her separate estate ; provided, 
however that such responsibility shall in no manner 
effect or impair the responaibility of the parent of such 
infant, under existing laws : 36. 

Any person carrying on a fishery can obtain a 
license to sell liquors during the season for fishing 
for shad, herring and ale-wives by paying six dollars 
and usual clerk's fee ; and license may issue to sell 
liquors at horse races upon the payment of four dol- 
lars and the usual fee to the clerk, but the latter shall 
not grant it to any person unless he shall believe him 
to be a proper person to receive it : 25 and : 26. 

No peddlar shall traffic or trade in spirituous liquors 
in any manner whatever : 33, penalty ten dollars : 

34- 

Not lawful to sell, barter or give liquors on election 
day.— Art. 33: 88,89, 1865, c. 191. 
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Clubs cannot sell or give liquor to any of their 
members jvithout taking out an oyster house license. 
1890, c, 282. 



Boarding Uouse Keepers. 

1892, c. 390. 1. Any person or persons taking • 
boarders or lodgers into their house and renting to 
them a room or furnishing them with board or- both 
shall have a lien upon any personal effects, goods or 
furniture brought upon the premises in pursuance of 
such contracting for room or board, and it shall be 
lawful to take and retain possession of the same until 
such board or lodging shall have been fully paid for 
whether then due or not ; and such personal effects 
goods and ftirniture may be sold upon reasonable no- 
tice of not less than ten days after the debt for such 
board or lodging shall have become due and payable 
at either public or private sale to satisfy such debt, 
the proceeds after paying expenses of such sale to be 
applied in liquidation of such indebtedness, and the 
balance, if any, paid over to such debtor. 

2. A married woman may as landlady and pro- 
prietress contract with any one entering her house for 
board or lodging or both, and have and pursue the 
legal remedies given hereunder the same as if she were 
2l feme sole^ and shall further have and enjoy all the 
powers, rights and remedies with rCvSpect to the rent- 
ing, keeping and conducting of such boarding or lodg- 
ing house as if she were a feme sole^ and it shall not 
be necessary for her husband to join in any contract 
with reference thereto. 
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License to Female Traders. 

Art. 56 : 51. A female engaged in vending millin- 
ery or other small articles of merchandise, whose 
stock in trade does not at any time during the year 
exceed five hundred dollars, shall be entitled to li- 
cense on paying therefor six dollars ; but if her 
stock in trade exceeds five hundred dollars, she shall 
pay the same as other persons, the amount of her 
stock in trade to be ascertained by oath, as in other 
cases. 



Slander of Females. 

Art. 88:1. All words spoken falsely and malic- 
iously touching the character or reputation for chastity 
of any woman, whether single or married, and tend- 
ing to the injury thereof, shall be deemed slander, 
and shall be treated as such in the several courts of 
law in this State. 

2. Any woman, whether single or married, whose 
character or reputation as a woman of chastity may be 
traduced or defamed by any person, may sustain an 
action of slander in her own name against such person. 

3. If the woman so injured shall be a feme sole un- 
der the age of eighteen years she may prosecute such 
action of slander by her next friend. 

4. The husband of any female may prosecute and 
sustain an action of slander against any person for 
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words falsely and maliciously spoken subsequently to 
her marriage, touching her character or reputation for 
chastity before or during her marriage. 



Board of Health. 

State Board of Health is charged with the duty of 
providing for the prevention of the adulteration of 
articles of food and drink and the sale thereof. I^iberal 
appropriation made for chemical analysis, etc. Art. 
43: 48-57 — 1890 c. 604. 

It makes necessary regulations for the public 
health' outside of Baltimore city and towns and 
villages that have no special health department for 
the care and cleaning of noxious places ; suppresses 
contagious, infectious and epidemic diseases and 
abates nuisances. Art. 43 — 1890 c. 622. 



Arbitration and Award. 

Subjects of dispute between corporations and any 
person in their employ or service, and between em- 
ployers and employees in any trade or manufacture 
may, by consent, be settled in a summary manner, 
by any judge or justice of the peace, or by arbitrators 
appointed by the judge or justice of the peace and 
acceptable to the parties to the dispute. Art. 7. 



One hundred dollars of the wages due to any laborer 
or employe shall always be exempt from attachment. 
Art. 9: 32. 
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lyaws shall be passed by the General Assembly to 
protect from execution a reasonable amount of the 
property of the debtor, not exceeding in value the 
sum of five hundred dollars. Constitution Art. 3: 43. 

One hundred dollars worth of property of each de- 
fendant shall be exempt from execution issued on any 
judgment in any civil proceeding, except on judgments 
for breach of promise to marry or for seduction. Art. 
83: 8 — 1861 c. 7: I. 

All wearing apparel, mechanical text books, books 
of professional men, tools of mechanics shall also be 
exempt. 

Discharge under the Insolvent I^aw shall not release 
judgment for seduction of female, or for defaming any 
female. Art. 47: 33 — 1854 C..193: 22. — 1888 c. 232. 

A mother being a widow may appoint a guardian 
by will for her infant. 93: 148. 

In case of the marriage of a female plaintiff having 
a judgment or decree she may suggest it in writing 
and have execution or attachment in her new name; 
for procedure in case of death or marriage of defen- 
dant. — See 1890 c. 114. 



Crimes and Punishments. 

Any person who shall for the purposes of prostitu- 
tion forcibly abduct any female under the age of eigh- 
teen years, or be accessory thereto, or harbor her for 
such purposes, shall undergo imprisonment in the 
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penitentiary not exceeding eight years. — Art. 27: i. 
— 1890 c. 448. 

Any person who shall without color of right forci- 
bly abduct any child under the age of twelve years, 
or be accessory thereto, or harbor it, shall suffer im- 
prisonment in the penitentiary not exceeding twenty 
years. — Sec. 2, 

Every person, his aiders, etc., who shall kidnap any 
child under the age of sixteen years shall be sentenced 
to the' penitentiary not less than five nor more than 
twelve years. 

Abortion : Art. 27: 3. 

Adultery: fine of $10: 27: 5. Ground for Divorce*. 
16: 36. 

Any person who wilfully engages in or instigates in 
any way any act of cruelty to any animal (which in- 
cludes every living creature except man) or by any 
act of neglect wilfully causes, permits or suffers it to 
undergo any species of torture or cruelty, shall be 
guilty of a misdemeanor. — 1890 c. 198. 

Any person who shall brutally assault and beat his 
wife shall be sentenced to be whipped, not exceeding 
forty lashes, within the walls of the jail, or imprisoned 
not exceeding one year, or both, in the discretion of 
the court. — Art. 27: 14, 15. — 1882 c. 120. 

Assault with intention to murder, ravish or rob : 
Confinement in the penitentiary for not less that two 
nor more than ten years; 27: 10. 

Bigamy: Art. 27: 17. 
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If any person, by writing or speaking, shall blas- 
pheme or curse God, or shall write or utter any pro- 
fane words of and concerning our Saviour Jesus Christ, 
or of and concerning the Trinity, or any of the persons 
thereof, he shall, on conviction, be fined not more 
than one hundred dollars, or imprisoned not more 
than six months, or both, at the discretion of the 
court: 1 8. 

Any person who shall without just cause, desert or 
wilfully neglect to provide for the support and main- 
tenance of his wife or minor child, shall be deemed 
guilty of a misdemeanor, and, upon indictment and 
conviction in any court of the State having criminal 
jurisdiction, shall be fined not more than one hundred 
dollars, or be imprisoned in the Maryland House of 
Correction not exceeding one year, or both, in the 
discretion of the court: 47 A. — 1896 c. 73. 

If any person shall maliciously disfigure, cut, etc., 
any church, tomb-stone, etc., shall be fined from three 
to fifty dollars and stand committed to jail until paid: 






Drunkenness and disorderly conduct : fine of one 
dollar and costs: 68. 

Female Sitters not allowed in any variety show, 
concert hall, etc. under a penalty of not less than two 
hundred nor more than one thousand dollars, or by 
confinement in jail or house of correction for not less 
than two nor more than twelve months or both: 85, 
86—1886 c. 171. 
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No person shall keep any gaming table or any house, 
vessel or place, on land or water for the purpose of 
gambling. No person shall lease or rent any house, 
vessel or other place to be used for gambling. Penalty 
in either case a fine not exceeding $500 or imprison- 
ment, in the latter case it may be both. One-half of 
the fine to the informer. Art. 27:122 — 126. 

It is unlawful to gamble or make books and pools 
on the result of any race or to keep, rent or use any 
house, vessel, etc., on land or water for selling any 
book or pool upon the result — but a pool or book may 
be made within the grounds of any agricultural 
association not more than thirty days in any one 
calendar year. Penalty: fine not exceeding $500, one 
half to the informer, or imprisonment in jail not less 
than six months nor more than one year. 27:124 A. 
1894 c. 232, 

Money lost at a gaming table may be recovered 
back and the loser is a competent witness to prove the 
sum lost. 127. 

All constables and police officers are required to 
visit all places where they shall have reason to sus- 
pect gaming tables are kept and to have prosecuted 
all persons offending against the laws prohibiting 
gambling. 132. 

It is unlawful to manufacture candy or cakes which 
contain any ingredients injurious to the consumer: 
penalty, fine not less than fifty, nor more than two 
hundred dollars. 137. 

Work Hours in Factories. — More than ten hours* 
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work per day of employes prohibited in factoric 
manufacturing cotton or woolen fabrics or domestics^ 
but male employes over the age of twenty-one years, 
may work over the limit of ten hours for the express 
purpose of making repairs, improvements, getting up 
fires, etc., which cannot be done during the ten hour^. 
Extra compensation to be allowed . Employer can ccm- 
tract with such male employes to work by the houi for 
such time as may be agreed. Penalty for violation 
not less than one hundred dollars for each offense, with 
cost, one half of fine to informer; one half to the 
school fund. loo: i — 3. 

No child under sixteen years of age shall be em- 
ployed in laboring more than ten hours a day in any 
manufacturing business or factory established in any 
part of the State, or in any mercantile business in the 
city of Baltimore. A misdemeanor and fine $5a 
Art. 27: 139: 140. 1892 c. 443. 

Minors under twelve years of age shall not be em- 
ployed in any mill or factory other than those for 
manufacturing canned goods. This section to apply 
to Frederick, Washington, Queen Anne's, Carroll, 
Wicomico, Caroline, Kent, Somerset, Cecil, Calvert, 
St. Mary's, Prince George's, Howard, Baltimore, 
Worcester and Harford counties. 1894 c. 317. 

All factories, etc., shall be kept in a cleanly condi- 
tion and free from effluvia from privy or other nuisance 
nor overcrowded, sufficiently lighted and ventilated 
in such a manner as to render harmless, as far as 
practicable all gases, vapors, dust and other impuri- 
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Lies, which may be injurious to health: Penalty > 
pi 50 for each ofiFense. — Art. 27: 148, 149. 

Sweating System, Art. 27: 149 A. Garments made 
in Sweat Shops: 149B. Act 1894 c. 302. 

Definition of ** Sweat " Shop. — Any room or apart- 
ment which shall not contain at least 400 cubit feet of 
clear space for each person habitually laboring in or 
occupying the same, or where the thermometer shall 
habitually stand, during the hours of labor, at or 
above 80 degrees Fahrenheit, before the first day of 
May or after the first day of October of any year, or 
wherein any person suffering from a contagious, in- 
fectious or otherwise dangerous disease or malady,, 
shall sleep, labor or remain, or wherein, if of less 
superficial area than 500 square feet, any artificial 
light shall be habitually used between the hours of 8^ 
A. M. and 4 P. M., or from which the debris of manu- 
facture and all other dirt or rubbish shall not be re- 
moved at least once in every twenty-four hours, or 
which shall be pronounced ill-ventilated or otherwise 
unhealthy by any officer or board having legal author- 
ity so to do, shall be deemed a place involving danger 
to the public health. See Sees. 149 A. 149 B, 1894 
c. 302. If any association or society, whether incor- 
porated or imincorporated, shall furnish through its 
officer or agent evidence sufficient to secure the con- 
viction of any person criminally prosecuted, it shall 
receive one-half of any fine imposed. — Sec. 149D. 

Salesladies. — Art. 27: 151A. All proprietors or 
owners of any retail, jobbing or wholesale dry goods 
store, notions, millinery or any other business where 
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any female help are employed for the purpose of serv- 
ing the public in the capacity of clerks or salesladies, 
shall provide a chair or stool for each one of such 
females or clerks, in order that during each period 
as they are not actively engaged in making sales or 
taking stock they may have an opportunity to rest. 
Penalty: Upon conviction, fine of not less than 
$io nor more than $ioo; and, shall there be continued 
violation, then a fine at the rate of $i a day daily for 
every chair the offender fails to furnish his said em- 
ployes, 1896 c. 147. 



Lottery. 

Piohibitedby the Constitution. This is empha- 
sized by the law, for no person shall sell any lottery 
ticket, policies, etc. under a penalty of not less than 
two hundred nor exceeding one thousand dollars or 
imprisonment not less than three nor more than 
twelve months or both. The owner of property where 
tickets shall be sold is liable to a fine of one thou- 
sand dollars; publishing an account of any lottery by 
printing or writing stating when or where the same 
is to be drawn, etc, subjects one to a fine of one 
hundred dollars or imprisonment for sixty days. The 
possession of tickets is punished Art. 27: 172 — 186 — 
1894, c. 310. 

The lyOttery was identified for generations with 
almost every financial scheme of any magnitude, for 
the promotion of public, charitable and even religious 
enterprise. It was interwoven into the fabric of our 
laws and the Constitution down to 1850. The people 
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elected commissioners of lotteries. The State deriv- 
ed large revenues from the system. After years of 
contest it went down before the influence of educa- 
ted, enlightened, public sentiment and society has 
been lifted to a nobler plane of life. 

The history of the Lottery teaches that evils are 
not essentials to the wellbeing of society. The in- 
fluence and the laws of the State should be against 
them. The State cannot afford to derive its revenues 
from the sources of vice. They should be prohibited. 
A virtuous, enlightened and industrious people — 
men, women and children in their generation, 
emulating the labor and sacrifice of those who have 
preceded them, will continue the conflict until, one by 
one, legalized wrongs shall be placed under the con- 
demnation of the law and the constitution. 

Marrying unlawfully — Art. 27: — 191 — 200. 

Obscene publications — Whenever any newspaper 
or periodical shall contain obscene or licentious mat- 
ter the proprietor and publisher shall be punished by 
a fine of not less than twenty nor more two hundred 
dollars and imprisoned not less than ten days nor 
more than cne year. Art. 27: 219. 

Any person who shall design, draw, paint, print, 
etc. or cause it to be done, or in any way make or 
manufacture any obscene book, pamphlet, circular, 
l>icture, etc, of an indecent or immoral nature, or 
shall sell, give away, or in any way exhibit any of them 
as an advertisement of any public entertainment or as 
an advertisement of or on the box, wrapper, etc. of 
any article of merchandise, shall be fined not less than 
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twenty dollars nor more than two hundred dollars and 
imprisoned not less than ten days nor more than one 
year. 220. 

Sales to minors of papers, etc., containing criminal 
news punished by fine not exceeding two hundred 
dollars or imprisonment not exceeding one year or 
both. 220 A. — 1894 c, 271. 

Opium Joints prohibited. — 27: 221-225. 

Rape. — 232. 

Carnal knowledge or abuse of woman child. 233. 
— If any person shall carnally know and abuse 
any woman child under the age of fourteen years, 
every such carnal knowledge shall be deemed felony, 
and the offender being convicted thereof, shall, at the 
discretion of the court, suffer death, imprisonment for 
life in the penitentiary or for a definite period not less 
than eighteen months nor more than twenty-one years. 
— 1809 c. 138: 4 — 1890 c. 410. 

The selling of liquor or any other article by any 
person other than by those in the usual and lawful 
transaction of their ordinary business in its usual 
place prohibited within two miles of any camp meet- 
ing or other place of religious worship during the 
time of holding any meeting for religious worship at 
such place, under a penalty for first offence of not less 
than five nor more than twenty dollars, and stand 
committed to jail until fine and costs are paid; for 
second offence fined as aforesaid and imprisoned not 
less than ten nor more than thirty days. In addition 
the offender shall forfeit all such liquors, etc. And it 
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shall be the duty of any sheriflf, deputy or constable 
to arrest the offender and carry him before a justice 
of the peace: 235-237. 

Whosoever shall wilfully interrupt or disturb any 
religious meeting by disorderly conduct or conversa- 
tion shall be fined not less than one dollar nor more 
than twenty dollars, and shall be committed to jail 
until fine and costs are paid. In addition, courts of 
record can exercise their common law jurisdiction for 
disturbance of public worship: 238, 239. 

If any person shall sell any liquors or lager beer to 
a minor, or sell to any person to be drunk by a minor 
he shall pay a fine of not less than $50 nor more than 
$200 together with the costs; upon failure to pay, he 
shall be confined in jail until paid or for the period of 
forty days which ever shall first occur. — Art. 56 : 86 
— 1858, c. 414 : 9 — 1864, c. 345 — 1888, c. 428 — 1890, 
c. 304. 

If any person having license to sell shall give to a 
minor such liquors or allow upon the premises occu- 
pied by him a minor to drink any such drinks sold by 
him he shall incur the penalties named in the preceding 
paragraph. — Art. 56 : 89, A. 

A minor who shall obtain from another licensed to 
sell liquors by wilful misrepresentation of his age shall 
be fined not less than $1, nor more than $20 or im- 
prisoned in jail not less than five nor more than thirty 
daj^s or both ; provided, that the testimony of a minor 
in the prosecution of any person for selling liquors to 
minors shall not be used against such Toxwot m ^'t^^'^^- 



54 MARYLAND LAWS OF 

cution under this act. 1890, c, 470: i, 1892, c. 447, 
Art 56 : 89, B. 

Any person who obtains liquors from any other per- 
son licensed to sell, for any minor to be drunk by the 
minor shall be fined not less than $20 nor more than 
$50 or imprisonment in jail not less than thirty nor 
more than ninety days, or both: 89, C. 

Art. 27 : 145. It shall not be lawful for any dealer, 
vendor, or other person or body corporate engaged in 
the manufacture of cigars, cigarettes or tobacco, or in 
any occupation in which the buying of said goods, 
wares and merchandise shall constitute the whole or 
any part of his, her, its or their occupation to sell, 
barter or give any cigar or cigars, cigarette or cigar- 
ettes, smoking or chewing tobacco to any minor under 
the age of fifteen years, unless previously authorized 
in writing by the parent or guardian of such minor, 
or unless such minor is acting solely as the agent of 
his employer, nor shall it be lawful for any person not 
a dealer, to purchase for any minor any cigar or cigars, 
cigarette or cigarettes, smoking or chewing tobacco. 
1890, c. 496. 

The violation of the preceding section incurs a fine 
of not less than $10 nor more than $100 or imprison- 
ed in jail for not less than five nor more than thirty 
days in default of payment. — Sec. 146. 1890, c. 496. 



Sabbath Breaking. 

No person whatsoever shall work or do any bodily 
labor on the Lord's day, commonly called Sunday; 
and no person having children or servants shall com- 
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mand, or wittingly or willingly suffer any of them to 
do any manner of work or labor on the Lord's day, 
(works of necessity and charity always excepted,) 
nor shall suffer or permit any children or servants to 
profane the Lord's day by gaming, fishing, fowling, 
hunting or unlawful pastime or recreation ; and every 
person transgressing this section and being thereof 
convicted before a justice of the peace, shall forfeit 
five dollars, to be applied to the use of the county. — 
Art. 27: 247, 1723, c. 16 : 10. 

No person in this State shall sell, dispose of, barter, 
or if a dealer in any one or more ot the articles of 
merchandise in this section mentioned, shall give 
away on the Sabbath day, commonly called Sunda}^ 
any tobacco, cigars, candy, soda or mineral waters, 
spirituous or fermented liquors, cordials, lager beer, 
wine, cider or any other goods, wares or merchandise 
whatsoever. For penalty: First offense, $20-50. 
Second offense $5o-$5oo and imprisonment 10-30 
days and license revoked, and none to be granted for 
twelve months. Subsequent offences: imprisonment 
30-60 days and fined double last preceding conviction, 
no license to be granted for two 3'ears. One-half of 
fines to the informer. This section not to apply to 
milk or ice dealers or to apothecaries when putting up 
bona fide prescriptions. — 248 : 1866, c. 66. 

It shall not be lawful to keep open or use any danc- 
ing saloon, opera house, ten pin alley, barber saloon 
or ball alley on the Sabbath day, commonly called 
Sunday. Penalty : first offense, $50-$ 100; second of- 
fense, if a body corporate $ioo-$5)00\ li ^ xsaXvcL'jJy. 



56 MARYLAND LAWS OF 

person imprisoned 10-30 days ; subsequent convictions 
a fine at least double that imposed on the last preced- 
ing offense, and if a natural person imprisoned 30--60 
days, all fines to be paid to the State: 249. 



It shall not be lawful to employ women or girls as 
waiters in theatres, museums or other places of amuse- 
ment. Penalty not less than one hundred nor more 
than one thousand dollars, or imprisonment in jail not 
less than one nor more than six months or both fine 
and imprisonment, and forfeiture of license. One half 
of the fine to be paid to the informer : 253, 254 — 1864 

c. 399- 

Traction Engines — Precautions in taking on public 
roads: 259 etc. 

Vagrants and tramps. — Any person who shall sell, 
let out or otherwise dispose of any child under the 
age of sixteen years, and any person who shall take, 
employ, hire, use or have in custody any such child 
for the vocation, use, occupation, calling or service or 
purposeof singing, playing on musical instruments, 
rope walking, peddling, begging or any mendicant or 
wandering business, shall be fined not less than fifty 
nor more than two hundred and fifty dollars or be im- 
prisoned in jail for not less than thirty days or more 
than a year or suffer both fine and imprisonment, one- 
half of the fine to the informer. Upon proof, such 
child shall be deemed a vagrant and committed to a 
reformatory institution: 273. 274. 

A Tramp. — Every person, not insane, who wanders 



\ 
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about and lodges in market houses, market places, or 
in other public buildings, or in barns, out-houses, 
barracks, sheds, or in the open air, without having 
any fixed place of residence, and without having any 
lawful occupation in the city, town or country in which 
he may so wander, and without having any visible 
means of support, shall be deemed a tramp and to be 
guilty of a misdemeanor, and shall be subject to im- 
prisonment in the Maryland house of correction for 
not less than two months nor more than one year. 
This section not to apply to Allegany county. Jus- 
tices of the peace have jurisdiction: 272, 276. 



Form of Bequest. 

I direct my Executor to pay to the 

_ Dollars to be used for the 

purpose of said Society. 



Form of CoTeDant Against Liquor in a Lease. 

And the said C. D. (Lessee) in consideration of this 
present lease, and for the protection of the reversionary 
interest in each and all of the lots herein described, 
hereby covenants for himself, his personal representa- 
tives and assigns, that he will not, at any time here- 
after, manufacture or sell, or allow to be manufac- 
tured or sold, any intoxicating liquor of any kind 
upon any one of the lots herein described. And the 
said A, B, (lessor) for the protecXVon o^ \Xv^ \^"a&€cLOA. 
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interest in each and all of the lots herein described, 
and in consideration of the said C. D.*s leasing the 
herein described lots, hereby covenants for himself, 
his heirs, personal representatives and assigns, that if 
under the conditions of this lease, or in any other 
manner he or they, should at any time become the 
owner of the leasehold interest in any one or more, or 
all of the lots herein described, or if the leasehold in 
any one or more, or all of the said lots, should be 
merged or in any way extinguished, then he or they 
will not thereafter manufacture or sell, or allow to be 
manufactured or sold, any intoxicating liquor of any 
kind upon any one of the lots herein described, of 
which he or they may become thus possessed. 



Bight of SulFra^e, Etc. 

FROM CONSTITUTION OF MARYLAND. 

Declaration of Rights. Art. 7. — That the right of 
the people to participate in the I^egislature is the best 
security of liberty and the foundation of all free 
Government ; for this purpose, elections ought to be 
free and frequent ; and every male citizen having the 
qualifications prescribed by the Constitution, ought 
to have the right of suffrage. 

13. That every man hath a right to petition the 
Legislature for the redress of grievances in a peace- 
able and orderly manner. 

43. That the Legislature ought to encourage the 

diffusion of knowledge and virtue, the extension of a 

judicious system of general education, VYv^ '^Tomoliow 
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of literature, the arts, sciences, agriculture, com- 
merce and manufactures, and the general melioration 
of the condition of the People. 

45. The enumeration of Rights in the Declaration 
of Rights shall not be construed to impair or deny 
others retained by the People. 

CONSTITUTION. 

All elections shall be by ballot ; and every male 
citizen of the United States, of the age of twenty- 
one years or upwards, who has been a resident of the 
State for one year, and of the Legislative District of 
Baltimore City, or of the county in which he may 
oflfer to vote, for six months, next preceding the elec- 
tion, shall be entitled to vote, in the ward or election 
district in which he resides, at all elections. — Art. i : i. 

No person above the age of twenty-one years, con- 
victed of larceny or other infamous crime, unless 
pardoned by the Governor, no lunatic or non compos 

mentis, shall be entitled to vote. No person convicted 
of bribery, direct or indirect, can hold office or vote: 
2, 3. No person can vote unless a registered voter 
according to law: 5. 

For historical information relating to the Elective 
Franchise in Maryland : See Steiner*s Citizenship and 
Suffi-age in Maryland. 

PROM CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED STATES. 

Art. 1 : 2. The House of Representatives shall be 
composed of members chosen every second year by the 
people of the several States, and t\i^ ^^ci\«t's»\\!L^'^'^ 
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State shall have the qualifications requisite for elec- 
tors of the most numerous branch of the State legis- 
lature. . 

A Representative shall be not less than twenty-five 
years of age, — have been seven years a citizen of the 
United States — and when elected an inhabitant of that 
State in which he shall be chosen: 2. 

AMENDMENTS. 

Art. 14 : i . All persons born or naturalized in the 
United States, and subject to the jurisdiction thereof, 
are citizens of the United States and of the State 
wherein they reside. No State shall make or enforce 
any law which shall abridge the privileges or immu- 
nities of citizens of the United States; nor shall any 
State deprive any person of life, liberty, or property, 
without due process of law, nor deny to any person 
within its jurisdiction the equal protection of its laws. 

Art. 15; i. The right of citizens of the United 
States to vote shall not be denied or abridged by the 
United States, or by any State, on account of race, 
color, or previous condition of servitude. 

2. The Congress shall have power to enforce this 
Article by appropriate legislation. 



Baltimore City. 

« 

FROM PUBLIC LOCAL LAWS— ARTICLE 4. 

The Board of Police Commissioners of Baltimore 
shall appoint matrons at the several station houses to 
give such care and advice and to petfotm such other 
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police duties as may be requisite and proper to the 
female persons, male children under fourteen years of 
age and refugees in the station house for which they 
shall have been appointed. 1892 c. 536. 

The Mayor may grant permits which may be re- 
voked at any time to such number of poor persons as 
to him may seem proper to peddle notions, etc. The 
stock not to exceed twenty-five dollars in value. Fee 
for the permit seven dollars. 1892 c. 90. 

Prevention of cruelty to horses, mules, etc. by over- 
loading, beating, etc. in the city. Art. 4: 243; — to 
all other animals Act 1890. c. 178, ante page. Call 
upon the Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Ani- 
mals, a justice of the peace or a police ofiicer. 

Mayor and City Council to preserve the health of 
the city '*may regulate the places for manufacturing 
soap and candles, the erecting of slaughter-houses and 
distilleries and where every other offensive trade may 
be carried on"; 1890 c. 509: -provide for the inspec- 
tion of milk and all other food products offered for 
vSale, 1894 c. 53; regulate the sale of fresh fruit, vege- 
tables, etc. on the streets. 1890 c. 100. 

Seats for employes. — Employers shall provide seats 
for female employes in stores and factories. Penalty 
one hundred and fifty dollars. 4: 398. 399. 

Sweat Shop. — Garments cannot be made under un- 
healthy conditions in, 1896 c. 467; unlawful to use 
coal oil, gasoline, etc.; must be provided with fire 
escapes. Art. 4:131 A, 131 B, 1^96 c^^Tj. 
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Plumbers: — Only competent plumbers can be em- 
ployed in the city. 

Waitresses, unlawful to employ them in places of 
public amusement. 4: 913. 

Vagrant children — No girl under sixteen or boy 
under fourteen allowed to enter or remain in a dance- 
house, concert saloon or variety show, etc. or where 
intoxicating liquors are sold or given away, unless 
accompanied by parents or guardian. Penalty, ten 
dollars and costs for each oflfence. 4:894. 

Any girl apparently under sixteen years or any boy 
apparently under fourteen years known to be habit- 
ually begging, pretending to be peddling, not having 
any settled place of abode, or visible means of support, 
or frequenting bad company, etc., found upon judicial 
investigation to be a vagrant as above, shall be, if 
deemed for its welfare, committed to a charitable or 
other institution. 4: 896. 

SALE OF INTOXICATING LIQUORS. 

Parts of the City where it is unlawful to sell: 
page 36. 

Wherever the term intoxicating liquors is used in 
this Act it shall be deemed to include whisky, brandy, 
rum, gin, wine, ale, beer and all other fermented or 
distilled liquors which shall contain more than two 
per cent, by weight of alcohol, and every mixture of 
liquors which shall contain less than two per cent, of 
alcohol if the same shall be intoxicating: — 653 A. 1894 
c. 86. 
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Board of Liquor I^icense Commissioners of three 
persons appointed for two years by the Governor with 
the consent of the Senate, grant the licenses, and only 
to citizens of the United States, of temperate habits 
and good moral character: 1894 c. 86. I^icense fee 
$250. 

Applicant shall file petition, notice of it to be given 
for not less than, fifteen nor more than thirty days in 
two newspapers of general circulation designated by 
the Board: — 653 B. 653 E. 653 G. 

1890 c. 343. 

653 H. Said petition shall contain the name and 
residence of the applicant, and how long he has resid- 
ed there; second, the particular place for which a 
license is desired, designating the same by street and 
number if practicable, and if not, by such other apt 
description as definitely locates it; third, the name of 
the owner of the premises upon which the business 
licensed is to be carried on; fourth, a statement that 
the applicant is a citizen of the United States and 
that it is necessary for the accommodation of the pub- 
lic that the place should be licensed; fifth, that the 
applicants have not nor has any of them had a license 
for the sale of intoxicating liquors in this State re- 
voked, nor has been convicted of any crime, within 
one 3'^ear preceding the filing of said petition; sixth, 
that he or she will not knowingly sell, or allow to be 
sold in the said house or on the said premises any 
such liquors on Sunday or on election days, or to 
minors at any time, or allow a minor to drink in said 
house or on said premises; that he or she will not keep 
or permit to be kept a bawdy house m \.\ve s^vWoviSfc 
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or on the said premises, or the gathering together in 
or the visitation to said house or premises of women 
for lewd or immoral purposes; seventh, this petition 
must be verified by the affidavit of the petitioner, 
made before a justice of the peace; if any false state- 
ment is made in any part of said petition, the peti- 
tioner or petitioners shall be deemed guilty of perjury, 
and upon indictment and conviction thereof, his license 
shall be revoked, and he shall be subject to the penal- 
ties provided by law for that crime. 

1890 c. 343. 

653 I. There shall be annexed to this petition a 
certificate signed by at least ten respectable qualified 
voters residing or doing business in the ward in which 
the petitioner asks to do business, stating the residence 
or place of business of each person, certifying and 
setting forth that they have been acquainted with the 
petitioner or petitioners for (specifying • the length of 
such acquaintance), that they have good reason to be- 
lieve that all the statements contained in the petition 
are true, and they therefore pray that the prayer of 
said petitioner be granted and the license issued as 
prayed for. 

The Board shall publicly hear petitions and re- 
monstrances in the matter of application and in all cases 
shall refuse the license whenever in its opinion it is 
not necessary for the accommodation of the public or 
the petitioner is not a fit person ; and for cause may 
upon notice revoke it. — 653, J. 

License shall be framed under a glass and shall at 
3]} times be conspicuous. — 653, N. 
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1890 c. 343. 

653. 0. No licensee under the* provisions of this 
Act shall sell or furnish any intoxicating liquors at 
any time to a minor, either for his or her own use, or 
for the use of any other person, or to a drunkard or to 
any person whose parent, guardian, husband, wife or 
child shall have given to such licensee a notice in 
writing, verified by affidavit, that such person is of in- 
temperate habits and requesting such licensee not to 
sell him or her, or to a person visibly aflfected by in- 
toxicating drinks. 

1890 c. 343. 

633 Q. Druggists and apothecaries shall not be re- 
quired to obtain a license under the provision of this 
Act, but they shall not sell intoxicating liquors nor 
compound nor mix any composition thereof except 
upon a written prescription of a regular physician; nor 
more than once on any one prescription of the physi- 
cian; and every druggist or apothecary shall keep a 
book for the special purpose and enter therein the 
date of every sale of intoxicating liquor made by him, 
the person to whom sold, the kind, quantity and price 
thereof, and the purpose for which it was sold, and 
such book shall be at all times open to the said Board 
or any person designated and authorized by them to 
make such inspection, and shall be produced before 
such Board when required; any failure to comply with 
the provision of this section shall render such druggist 
or apothecary so failing liable to the same penalties as 
if he had sold intoxicating liquors without a license. 

1890 c. 343. 

653 B. Any person who shall hereafter be cow- 
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victed of selling intoxicating liquors or any admixture 
thereof in the City of Baltimore without a license 
under the provisions of this Act, shall be sentenced to 
pay a fine of not less than five hundred dollars nor 
more than five thousand dollars, or undergo imprison- 
ment in the jail of said City, or in the house of cor- 
rection, for not less than three months nor more than 
twelve months, or to both fine and imprisonment at 
the discretion of the court. 

1890 c. 343. 

653 8. Any person having a license uuder the 
provision of this Act who shall hereafter be convicted 
of violating any of the provisions of this act, or of the 
conditions of his license, shall be subject to a fine of 
not less than one hundred nor more than five hundred 
dollars; and for any second oflfense, whereof he shall 
be convicted, his license shall be vacated and revoked, 
and he shall be subjected to a fine of not less than five 
hundred nor more than one thousand dollars, or to 
imprisonment in the jail or the house of correction, 
for not less than three months nor more than twelve 
months, or to both fine and imprisonment ^t the dis- 
cretion of the court. The license of any person who 
permits minors to frequent or loiter about his place, 
or disreputable or disorderly persons to make it a cus- 
tomary place of visitation or resort, may be at any 
time upon proof, revoked by the Criminal Court of 
Baltimore City, or by said Board; the same person 
shall not again be licensed within two years of the 
time of such revocation. Nothing in this Act shall 
be construed to repeal or modify any of the provisions 
contained in or the penalties imposed by any law of 
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this State forbidding or restricting the sale of intoxi- 
cating liquors on a day on which elections are held. 

1894, c. 86. 

663 W. No hotel keeper or ordinary keeper shall 
receive a license to sell intoxicating liquors until he 
shall first have paid for and received a license to keep 
a hotel or an ordinary, as provided by law. 

lyicense may be transferred. — 653, N, 

The Local Laws relating to the Sale of Intoxicating 
Liquors in the City can be obtained in pamphlet form 
at the Ofiice of the Board of Liquor License Commis- 
sioners. 
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The references are to Articles and Sections of the Code, 1888, or subse- 
quent acts of the I^egislature, and the pages of this book. 

ADMINISTRATORS. -""'• "^^ "'"'"• 

Leaflets containing "General Directions" 25 

for, may be had from Register of Wills. . 
Husband shall unite with wife when she 

administers 93 58 17 

Widow entitled to administer on deceased 

husband's estate 93 18 22 

AGE OF FEMALES. 

To make a will of land 93 309 30 

Of personal effects 30 

To make deed, if married 45 12 14 

To make deed, if feme sole 30 

To execute release, to executor 79 30 

administrator 79 30 

guardian 79 30 

trustee 79 30 

body corporate 79 30 

Bound as apprentice 6 15, 20 30 

How long child can be retained in alms- 
house 4 I 30 

To have guardian 93 144 30 

To receive bequests 93 192 30 

When license shall not be issued to marry, 62 7 31 

When it may be issued 62 7 31 

To be an executrix or administratrix 93 52 31 

Employed in factory, or store in Baltimore 

City 27 13931, 48 

Employed in mill or factory, 1894 c. 317. • • 31, 48 

Some counties excepted 48 

Age of consent 27 233 31, 52 

When may be sentenced to house of refuge 

or like institution, 1884, c. 467 31 



I 
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Art, iaec. Ptife. 
Where convicted of first offense, not capi- 
tal, may be released on probation, 1894, 

c. 402 31 

See, Chii^d. 

ALIMONY. 

Courts of equity determine 16 14 28 

May be awarded where divorce decreed 16 15 28 

ALLOWANCE. 

See, Widow. 
Dower. 

APPRENTICES. 

See, Crimes, etc., 
Chii,d. 
Age of Femai^es. 

ARBITRATION AND AWARD 43 7 43 

ATTORNEY AT LAW. 

Applicant for admission, a male citizen 

above twenty-one years of age, etc jo 3 

BALTIMORE CITY. 

Local Laws 60-67 

See, The Foot of this Index. 

BOARDING HOUSE KEEPERS.- 

Act 1892, c. 390. 

Lien on personal effects, etc. of lodger 41 

Remedy 41 

BOARD OF HEALTH, STATE. 43 

To prevent adulteration of food and drink . . 43 48-57 43 
Where no local board, to make regulation to 

preserve health 43 43 

Acts 1893, c. 604 — c. 622. 

See, HEAI.TH: — Crimes, etc. 
CHILD. 

Born out of wedlock, how legitimated 46 29 28 

Court or judge shall in giving custody of, 
be controlled by what shall be its best 
interests. 1890 c. 70 42 20 28-29 
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Art. Stc. Pas'e. 
Parties to the cause can neither dismiss 

nor settle it 42 

How, may be adopted 16 

Entitled to the same rights as if bom to 

the petitioner. . . .* 16 

Name may be changed 16 

Who shall not have in their possession or 

company child under .eight years. 

1890 c. 6 

Penalty for enticing any apprentice or ( 6 
minor. 1890 c. 8 \ 71 

See, Age of Femai^e. 

Minors. 

Crimes, etc.. Vagrants 

CIGARS, CIGARETTES. TOBACCO, LIQUORS, &c. 
See, Minors. 

CORPORATIONS. 

May be formed by five or more citizens 23 14 

CRIMES, MISDEMEANORS AND PUNISHMENTS. 

Abduction — 

of female under 18 years for prosti- 
tution 27 

of child under 12 years 27 

Abortion 27 

Abuse of female child (Act 1890 c. 410) .... 27 

Adultery | ^7 

Age of consent 27 

Assault on wife 27 

Assault with intent to murder, ravish or rob. 27 

Bigamy 27 

Blasphemy 27 

Cruelty to any animal — 18-0 c. 198 

Desertion of wife or child 27 

Destroying property maliciously 27 

Drunkenness and disorderly conduct 27 

Female sitters ^. 27 
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14-15 


45 


10 


45 


17 


45 


18 


46 




45 


47A 


46 


53 


46 


68 


46 


85-86 


46 



72 INDEX. 

Art. Sec. Pafft. 

Gaming 27 122-126 47 

Books, pools at agricultural fairs. 

1894 c. 232 27 124A 47 

Money lost at, may be recovered 27 127 47 

Duty of constables and police 27 132 47 

Health. 

Deleterious candy or cakes 27 137 47 

Work hours in factories 100 1-3 47 

Hours of labor, children. 1894 c. 317. 27 139-140 48 

Workshops and factories kept cleanly 27 148-149 48 

Sweating system 27 149A 49 

Garments made in sweat shops 27 149B 49 

Sweat shops 27 149A-B 49 

Chairs for salesladies 27 151 A 49 

Kidnapping child 27 154-155 45 

Lottery, Act. 1894 c. 310 27 172-186 50 

See. Minors. 

Obscene publications | 27 219-^^ 51-52 

Opium joints 27 221 52 

Rape 27 232 52 

Religious meetings 27 235-239 52-53 

Sabbath breaking 27 247-249 54-56 

Traction engines 27 259 56 

Vagrants and tramps 27 273 56 

Waitresses in theatres, etc 27 253-254 56 

For first offense, not capital, on convic- 
tion court may release any person on 

probation. Act. 1894 c. 402 31 

DEEDS, LEASES, MORTGAGES, ETC. 
See, Husband and Wifk. 
Agk of Fkmai^k. 

DISTRIBUTION. 

Of intestate married woman's personal 

property. 1892 c. 571 93 32 24 

Where no child or descendants... 93 32 24 

Husband's interest in 93 32 24 

Where children 93 32 24 

When administration unnecessary 93 32 24 



INDEX. 73 

At t. Sec. Pa^e. 

Court directs investmeut 93 32 25 

When a distributee of wife's estate may re- 
ceive and how. 1892 c. 440 93 32A 25 

Special advance can be made to distributee 

or legatee in straightened circumstance 93 140-14 1 25 

DIVORCES. 

Courts of equity have jurisdiction 16 35 25 

Where bill for, may be filled 16 35 25 

Proceedings for 16 .35 26 

For what causes a divorce a vinculo mat- 

rhno7iii may be decreed ' 16 36 26 

For what causes a mensa et thoro 16 37 27 

When it may be revoked 16 37 27 

Court has power to award to wife property 16 37 27 
Also to direct guardianship and custody of 

children 16 37 27 

Who entitled to file bill for 16 38 27 

May be decreed a vinculo after decree a 

mensa 16 39 27 

Admissions of respondent is not sufficient 

for 16 40 28 

DOWER. 

Courts of equity and courts of law have con- 
current jurisdiction in 16 41 18 

Conveyance of , by infant how confirmed 16 42 18 

How relinquished 45 12 14, 19 

Allowance in lieu of, in sales 16 43 18 

In vsuits by joint owners, lands to be sold 

clear of 16 44 18 

Where not relinquished, to be assigned 16 45 18 

Wife entitled to, in equitable estate 45 5 11 

How ascertained on partition 46 62-63 ^9 

Widow's consent to sale, in writing 46 62-63 ^9 

Forfeited by bigamy 27 17 19 

Liable for portion of expense of improve- 
ments 93 301-303 ^9 

Effect of ante-marriage settlement or joint- 
ure on, 93 295 19 
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Art. Sec. Pa^e. 
When and how barred by devise. or bequest 93 291-292 19 
Devise or bequest bars, unless renounced in 
writing, within six months from granting 

administration 93 292 19 

See^ Widow, Reai, Estate. 

EARNINGS OF MARRIED WOMEN 45 7 12 

EVIDENCE. 

Husband and wife competent and compell- 
able to testify in civil cases for or 
against each other 35 i 32 

Party charged with crime shall, at his own 

request, be competent -witness 35 3 32 

But neglect or refusal shall not create any 

presumptions against accused 35 3 32 

Husband and wife competent to testify 35 3 32 

Confidential communications made between 

them not to be disclosed 35 3 32 

Husband and wife may testify in divorce 

case 35 5 32 

But corroborating testimony to secure de- 
cree in such case; and also in breach of 
promise case 35 3 32 

EXEMPTIONS. 

One hundred dollars of wages of laborer 

or employe, from attachment 9 32 43 

One hundred dollars of property of defend- 
ant, from execution 83 8 44 

Except on judgment for breach of promise 

or seduction 83 8 44 

Wearing apparel, certain books, tools, etc., 

exempt , 83 11 44 

Legislature may make, not exceeding five 
hundred dollars, property of debtor : 
Constitution Art. 3: 43 44 

FEMALE TRADER'S LICENSE 56 51 42 

FORMS. 

Of bequest .• 57 

Covenant in lease against liquor 57 
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Art 
GUARDIAN. 

Widow can appoint by will, for her infant. . 93 
Widow natural, of infant 93 

HABEAS CORPUS. 
See, Chii^d. 

HABITUAL DRUNKARD. 

May be sent to institution for medical treat- 
ment. I894 c. 247:1 

Petition to circuit court 

By whom 

What it must contain 

How verified 

Agreement of drunkard ... 

Certificate from three taxpayers 

Shall be sent to a Maryland institution. . . . 

Cannot be sent at public expense second 
time 

Habitual drunkard under this law 

Committee for, where incapable of taking 
care of himself or herself or property. 
1894 c. 474 16 

Jury of inquisition . 16 

Proceedings like those of lunatic 16 

Other proceedings may be dispensed with. . 16 

Habitual drunkard under this law 16 

HUSBAND AND WIFE. 

Property of wife protected from husband's 
debts; Constitution, Art, 3, Sec. 43 and 45 

Acquisition from husband not to be valid 
if in fraud of his subsisting creditors 45 

Creditors must assert their claims within 
three years 45 

Married woman to hold her property for 
her separate use *45 

May devise it as if 2. feme sole 45 

May convey it by joint deed with her hus- 
band 45 2 10 
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HUSBAND AND WIFE— Continued. 

May authorize agent or attorney to sell and 
convey it by power of attorney exe- 
cuted with husband 45 2 10 

May convey it by separate deed if hus- 
band upon inquisition is found to be a 
lunatic 45 2 10 

Said separate deed may be absolute, or a 

mortgage 45 2 10 

If wife die intestate, leaving children, hus- 
band shall have life estate in her prop- 
erty 45 2 10 

If wife die in testate leaving no children, 
husband shall have a life estate in her 
real property, her jiersonal property 
shall vest in him absolutely 45 2 10 

Wife liable on joint written contract with 

husband 45 2 10 

May employ counsel and defend such suit 

separately or jointly with her husband, 45 2 10 

Judgments recovered in such suits, liens 

on their property and may be enforced 

against either 45 2 10 

Married women engaged in business as 

feme sole may be proceeded against 

under section 7 of this article 45 2 11 

Where married woman has been found upon 

inquisition to be lunatic, the husband 

may convey any real estate he has 

acquired since said finding by his sep- 
arate deed 45 2A 11 

Not necessary for wife to have a trustee 45 3 11 

May make trustee by joint deed with her 

husband 45 3 ii 

Or may apply to court of equity to appoint 

trustee for her 45 3 ii 

In the appointment of trustee the uses and 

trusts shall be declared 45 3 il 
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Art. Sec. Pa^e, 
HUSBAND AND WIFE.— Continued. 

May sue by next friend for recovery, 

security or protection of her property. . . 45 4 11 

Widow shall have dower in equitable real 

estate of husband 45 5 11 

But such dower shall not prejudice liens 

on the same 45 5 11 

Tenant by curtesy to have life estate in 

equitable lands of wife 45 6 12 

But such curtesy shall not prejudice liens 

on the same 45 6 12- 

Married woman may hold and dispose of 

her own earnings as if unmarried. 45 7 12 

May be sued for debts incurred in her 

business as if feme sole 45 7 12 

Husband shall have the right to defend any 

such suit in her name 45 7 12 

No judgment against her to be entered with- 
out proof, unless by written consent of 

her husband and herself 45 7 12 

May sue upon any cause of action in her said 

business, etc. , in her own name, as iifeme 

sole 45 7 12 

Insurance on husband's life for benefit of 

wife, protected from his creditors 45 8-9 13 

Such insurance, where wife dies before hus- 
band, to go to he^ children 45 10 13 

Wife's receipt valid for money deposited 

by her 45 1 1 14 

Deposits made in fraud of husband's cred- 
itors liable to attachment, etc 45 11 14 

Any married woman having arrived at the 
age of eighteen years may convey her 
property by joint deed with husband. . . 45 12 14 

May relinquish her dower at whatever age 

she may be, by joint deed with husband 

or separate deed 45 12 14 

Suit by surviving husband in right of wife 
in personal action, what declaration 
shall state 45 13 14 
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Art. Sec, Pa^. 
HUSBAND AND WIFE— Continued. 

Where leases are made to married women, 

landlord may distrain and re-enter 45 14 14 

Married women may bind themselves, as if 
unmarried, by covenants running with 
or relating to land 45 15 15 

Shall be bound by covenants running with 

land 45 16 15 

• Husband not liable on wife's ante-nuptial 

debts 45 17 15 

Wife liable on such debts 45 17-18 15 

Proceedings to recover same, how to be in- 
stituted 45 18 16 

Wile's property only to be liable to execu- 
tion for same 45 18 16 

Wife may employ attorney in such cases. .45 19 16 

Husband still liable for wife's debts in all 

suits therefor, pending on April 10, 1880 45 19 16 

To clear title 45 20 16-17 

Married woman cannot administer upon an 
estate unless her husband with two sur- 
eties give the bond 93 58 17 

Seey Distribution. 
INSOLVENT LAWS 

Discharge under, will not release judgment 

for seduction, or defamation of female. . . 47 33 44 

JUDGMENTS, what proceedings upon the 
death or marriage of female plaintiff or 
defendant. 1890, c. 1 14 44 

LIFE INSURANCE. 

For wife 45 

children 45 

dependent relatives 45 

creditor 45 

See^ also 23 

LIQUOR LAWS LICENSE. 

General statement showing the status of, in 

the Counties and Baltimore City 35-37 
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Art. Sec. Pa£-e, 

Volume expected soon from the author giv- 
ing liquor laws, loca^ option and prohibi- 
tory laws in full ; returns from all lo- 
cal option elections ; digest of decisions 
of courts of last resort, on liquor laws 
etc 

Inn-keeper shall keep accommodation for 
travellers 71 

Revoked, if house disorderly — ^by what 
courts 71 

Applicant for, to be recommended 56 

Accommodations required 56 

Fees for, ordinary or inn -keeper 56 

Fees for, retailers 56 

Fee for eating-house 56 

Widow or representative carry on business 
under 56 

Expire, May ist 56 

Granted by clerk of court 

Not required for the maker to sell cider, 
etc 56 

To/eme covert and minors 56 

Ten respectable freeholders must recom- 
mend 56 36 40 

Feme covert and minors responsible for their 

contracts 56 36 40 

For, at fishery 56 25-26 40 

For, at horse races 56 25-26 40 

No peddler can sell spirituous liquors 56 34 40 

Not lawful to sell or give away liquors on 

election day 33 88-89 4^ 

Clubs must take out oyster house license 

1890 c. 282 41 

^OCAL OPTION, or rather Local Prohibitory law. 

Parts of State under . ' 35-37 

VIINORS. 

License to sell liquors 56 36 40 

Contracts made in the business binding 56 36 40 
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/Irf. Sec, 
Selling Liquorto 56 86 

Person having license to sell liqfkor cannot 

give to 56 89A 53 

Obtaining liquor under . misrepresentation of 

age 56 89B 54 

Not lawful for any person to buy liquor of 

one licensed, to be drunk by 56 89C 54 

Not lawful to sell, barter or give cigars, 

cigarettes or tobacco to 27 145 

Exceptions, unless 27 145 

Pre\'iously authorized in writing by 
parent or guardian, or acting solely as 
agent of einployer 

Not lawful for any person not dealer to pur- 
chase for 27 145-146 54 

Under 16 years shall not be employed more 
than ten hours a day in factory or store 
in Baltimore city. 1892 c. 443 27 139-140 48 

Under 12 years shall not be employed in cer- 
tain counties in mills, except in manufac- 
turing canned goods. 1894 c. 317 48 

Not lawful to sell papers, etc. containing 

criminal news 27 220A 52 

See, CHII.D. 
PERSONAL PROPERTY. 

If the husband die intestate — 

(i) leaving descendants, widow shall 

have one-third ; 

( 2 ) leaving no descendants, but f ather j 
mother, brother or sister, or any de- 
scendants of such brother or sister, 
widow shall have one-half. 

(3) leaving none of the above, widow 
shall have all the personal property. 

See, Husband and Wife. 

PUBLIC EDUCATION. 

General system of free education 77 i 32 

Nature and effects of alcoholic drinks and 

narcotics to be taught 77 40 32 
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Art, Sec. Paffe, 
Boards of school commissioners and others 

receiving aid from the State to enforce 

the law 77 40 33 

;al estate. 

If husband dies interstate the widow shall 
have a life interest in one-third of his real 
estate ; unless he leaves neither descend- 
ants nor kindred, in which event, she 
shall have the entire estate. 

See, DowKR. 

GHT OF SUFFRAGE, ETC. 

From Constitutions 58 

BBATH OR SUNDAY. 

Penalty for working or permitting it on or 

profaning 27 247 54 

Sales of merchandise, etc., prohibited 27 248 55 

Exception for milk and ice dealers and apoth- 
ecaries 27 248 55 

Keeping open dancing saloons, etc. , prohib- 
ited 27 248 55 

.ANDER OF FEMALES 88 1-4 24 

)LDIERS AND SEAMEN. 

See Wii.1^. 

^ATISTICS AND INFORMATION AS TO 

BRANCHES OF INDUSTRY 

Bureau to collect, and the needs thereof, and 
the abuses which exist therein. Annual 
appropriation |5,ooo ^89 1-2 

BMPERANCE TEXT BOOKS. 
See, PuBUC Education. 

ORK, hours of, in factories, etc 100 1-3 47 

See, Crimes, etc: 

HEAI.TH. 

Minors. 

AGE OF Femai^es. 
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Art. 

WILLS. 

Who may make, of land 93 

Who may make, oi personal property 

Married women can make {^^ 

I 93 

All ^^-ills shall be in writing 93 

How shall be signed and witnessed 93 

Two or more credible witnesses 93 

Soldier or mariner, when can make nun- 
cupative will, and of what 93 

Wills pass all real estate held at time of 

death , 93 

Register of wills shall receive for safe 

keeping the will of living person 93 

Shall not be subject to caveat after three 

years 93 

When real estate chargable with pecuniar}- 

legacy 93 

All witnesses shall prove, if attendance can 

be had, 1890, c, 416, 24. 
Executor by will may be excused from 

giving bond 93 41 24 

WIDOW. 

Devise or bequest to bar dower unless other- 
wise impressed in will 93 

Renunciation of will ; when and how to be 

made ; effect 93 

Entitled to one-third of personal property 

after payment of debts 93 

Must renounce both real and personal estate 

left by the will 93 

Devise of real or personal property ; what 

will be barred 93 

Devise expressly /;/ lieu of dower 93 

If nothing pass by such devise 93 

Widow accepting devise /;/ lieu of dower, a 

purchaser for fair consideration 93 

Jointure or anti-marriage settlement bars 

dower. 93 296 21 
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Art. 

Yet lawful to accept devise 93 

Liable for waste 93 

Allowance \pi personal estate, j5i5o ; after 
payment of funeral expenses for her use 

and infant children 93 

Or in furniture 93 

If no infant child, $"]$ ; to her as above 93 

Administrator to be credited with allowance 93 

Consent of, to sale of land free from dow- J ^2 

er — allowance instead 1 45 

To be in writing filed and recorded 93 

Administration to widow or child 93 

Natural guardian of children 93 

See, Dower, Reai, Estate, Personal 
Property. 

vVIFE. 

See, Husband and Wife. 

Person Ai, Estate. 

Reai. Estate. 

Distribution. 

Evidence. 

Dower. 
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BALTIMORE CITY. 

From, LocAi, Laws, Art. 4. 

Cruelty to animals 

Liquor License Law 62-67 

INIatrons in police stations 60 

Mayor and City Council to regulate places 

for manufacturing &c 61 

Permits to sell small articles. 61 

Plumbers to be competent 62 

Prevention of cruelty to animals 61 

Seats for female employes 61 

Sweat shops 61 

Vagrant children 62 

Waitresses shall not be employed in places of 

public amusement 62 
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